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Chapter Two of our “Stories" Series...... From time to time this series will share stories of the mansion and
the people and events connected to its history. We hope that you will enjoy the diversion and learn a little
history about the families, the house, and its neighborhood.

Observations on the One Hundredth Year Anniversary of his Passing

Samuel Pomeroy Colt:  1852-1921

The BrooklyrDailyEagle, 100 years ago this montipenedtheo bi t uary t hi s way: “What f
the suga business, and the elder Rockefeller for the oil business, and Andrew Carnegie for the steel business, Samuel
Pomeroy Colt did for the rubber business

The Associated Press wire was pickpdy hundreds of newspapers
across the globéhat day as wellreportingthe deathofBr i st ol |
Samuel Pomeroy Colt, who passed on August 13,.198gir piece
included this quote from Colt:

GThe first rubber seen in Ameriaas brought byyankee sea

captains plying between Salem, Mass and South American ports.
They had no idea that those lumps of black gum were of any
particular value; indeed, they often used them as ballast. But about
1820 some forgotten sailor took to Salem and Bos®seculation

a number of rubber shoes made by natives along the Amazon.
People quickly discovered that they kept out the wet and, crude as
the shoes were, there was soon a lively demand for them at $4 and
$5 a pair.

The trouble with them, however, wasaithey melted in summer

and froze in winter and it remained for someone to discover a means
to overcome this defect. Charles Goodyear of Connecticut in 1842 invented the process of vulcanizing and this was sc
followed by the formation of several compas for the manufacture of rubber shoes. A spirited and famous lawsuit

grew out of the Goodyear patents in which Daniel Webster tool one side and Rufus Choate the other, but Webster won
T2N) D22R& S| NI¢

! BrooklynDailyEagle, August 15, 1921



Colt(18521921)was described as a captain of indystind the organizer of the United States Rubber Company, with
combined capital of $75 million and about 20,000 employees in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and CohAeljtisted

for inflation, that's aBRydal?thefrdual iepoti oftheé coropanisiednettsaled afy ' s ¢
$176 million-about $4 billion today.

t, JUNE 14, 1922, The February 12, 1918 Bristol Phoenix described a specganyluncheon hosted
________—— by Colt for the foremenr-and forewomen Vice President George Schlosser
Ii describedhe production growth of the company: one year ago produdia@00
‘ pairs of Keds and one million feet of insulated wire alofa8,500 employeesand
now the force ha grown to 4,300 peopl&vith a payroll of $62,00@nd a production
of 53,0 pairs of keds andwell over one million feet of wir@ day—so a new
Employment Department was establishédA cafeteria was available for employee
meal s; a day nursey to care for worker:
A leader with year aclinicwas connected to the factory and ambulance seriticeiemory of his
nephew who died in a tragic car accidevds proiided to the town. Chemical fire
trucks were on site; ice cooling sanitary drinking water bubblexs installed

men and boys
DEAL for all-round sport

o A ST Rosene throughout t he ppraaidetfresh aitwentilationpand'a newo o f s
. cormugated, o guctionuscles. pension plarwasput into place “No | on gverker whogives us iise ¢ o
type for every summer need i i i
ot T ortems services from early youth to middle or old age find
men, women, and children, hi msel f on t he street or (

Keds are made only by
| the United States Rubber
l Company. Ifthe name Keds
l isn't on the shoes, they aren’t

All of those positiveorporateactions, however, did not

18] Beca. prevent strikes in November of 1916, March of 1918, a_jJ
one in May of 192 in which three strikers were shot anc
e multiple National Guard members called to quell the |

I Betuinih B, 118, Pk, O disturbance were injured.

C o | attions in1887-1888 were described as a
‘“consol i dat i oRabber GdmpanytCensohdatiormight ke b word that is a
little too polite. The profile in the Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame describes it this
“In 1887, he was appointed receiver for Governor Augustus O. Bourn's bankrupt Natio
Rubber Company of Bristol. To the detriment of Bournséiegedand reor@nized the
company and reopened it in 1888 as the National India Rubber Conipany.

There is no doubt that Colt worked hard, and played hard. Perhaps he inherited some of

the ‘flamboyancégenes passed down by his grandfather George DeWolf, who built Lin{ Mmatchsafe, c. 1905; collection 9
Place in 1810. Perhaps he inherited ttemacity genes of his mother Theodora. She way  Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian
years old when her father George fled Bristol with his famili825,bankrupt. She came Design Museum
back 40 years |l ater to reclai m, refurbi sh, and rebr ar
Place.

The flamboyance genes wergidence in his multiple homes, and his traveip to Maine for three weeks to his camp
outside of Nocross Mainebyt he Penobscot River in the shadow of Mou
mont h i nHddta v@pmrai..n gahome W Provipiecey and in.New York City, andon Long Island a ut o mo b
trips to the White Mountains, and the Adirondacks and Montreatended visitdo Europe-each week the Bristol

Phoenix breathlessly reported his whereabouts.

2 Associated Press, August 13, 1921
3 Bristol Phoenix February 12, 1918
4 http://www.riheritagehalloffame.org/inductees_detail.cfm?iid=601



The entertainment was first classbut often with a business purpose. 400

sal esmen at a clambake at “The Farm
@ Sumatra..... dinner i n New Thedesignswafihis h M
personal floristthe music ofThe Crown Orchestraletailed descriptionsf

the elegant dinners allwere reported on a regular basis by the local paper.
Mrs.Colt s act i faithfully remrted/as well. Shalways managed to

be in a different place. But the gossip was that Mr. Colt never seemed to

want for female conpanionship.

He appreciated beautythe eleganthorsedrawn carriage, thgorgeous car
collection, thestatues from August Rodin, sculptures from Gutzon Borgltim
Mount Rushmore famandtreasuresfrom the estate sale foStanford White
American architect, designer of the triumphal arch of Washington Square in
New York, Madison Square Garden, and the Boston Public Library.

He doted on his cattle and spent over $100,000 for their new barn at The
Farm—which isnow Colt State Parlhis gift to the town The Rhode Island
Division of Parks and Recreation website recalls:h er e was one
for each cow. The cowkorns were polished and their tails washed daily.

When in their stanchions, the cows ays had a thick bed of fresh straw.

Cork and rubber covered the concrete floor where the cows stood. The
spotless, comfortable barn was even heated in the winfeactors were not
used on the farm, he preferred Perc

E\ e On October 23, 191the newspaper reported thaa 5 year old black bear,
- = : raised atThe Farm from the time it was amall cub was sent to a public park
in Fall Rive?.

Coltwas generous-in June of 1916 it was reported that any employee of U.S. Rubber who was drafiededrs WWI

would be paid full salary and a job would be held for each uigtitdturn® In  May of 1919 t he Wo me
town was raising money for the brave veteranghef war. Their goal was $300,000, they had reached only $206;000

and then the check fo50,000 arrived from Colonel Colt. His will reflected the same generosityding bequests

such as$100,000 to maintain the school he had built in memory of his mother; $50,000 to support the poor in Bristol,
$25,0® for the poor in Waren, $25,000 forthose inBarrington— plus sizeable donations to the Home for Destitute
Children, for Aged Women, for Aged Men, for Juniper Hill Cemetery, and $1,000 faféhae200 or semployees of

the Industrial Trust Bank, which he founded in Z8&orerunner of Fleet Bank, it became the largest financial institution

in the state of Rhode Island.

Before | moved to Bristol in February of 2020, | had never heard of Linden Place or Samuel Pomeroy Colt. Oh, | had
heard of the Colt revolver (SamuealC the uncle) but | knew nothing of the rubber business or of Industrial Trust. |
visited Colt State Park and enjoyed my picnic there, but did not recognize the significance of the bull statuary that
greeted me as | turned onto Asylum Drive. But nowa &slunteer in the gift shop at 500 Hope Street, | am slowly

peeling back the layers of the story, like a delicimilefeuille cake—one thousand layers to be uncovered and savored.
There is much more to this story, much more complexitgny more twsts and turnsthe drama of politicshut on this

100" year anniversary of the passing of Samuel Pomeroy Colt, | wanted to write down some of what | have learned. Al
maybe, just maybe, by the 18@Gnniversary | will get to the bottom of more of the nuances of this flamboyant,

tenacious, remarkable man.

5 Bristol Phoenix October 23, 1917
6 Bristol Phoenix June 30, 1916
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FUNERAL OF SAMUEL P. COLT-

1 -
Held Tuesday -Afternoon From His
Late Home on Hope Street—As a

man; and Nathan M. Wright, secre-
tary, of the Republican State Central
Committee; Isaac Gill of Pawtucket
and Col. Robert F. Rodman of North
Kingstown.

Brady, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L
Dunbar, Senator and Mrs. Colt, Mr:
LeBaron C. Colt and children, Mr. ang
Mrs. George L. Gross, Mr. and Mr:
Bradford Colt DeWolif, Miss Gertrudd

Samuel Pomeroy Colt had a
paralytic shock about a week
before his death, and died at
Linden Place the afternoon of

Other public officials who were pres-' B. DeWolf, the Misses Barns, Fran
ent were Congressmen Clark Burdick!J. Saxe, E. Clarence Jones, John E
and Ambrose Kennedy, and Harry' Rousmaniere, Mary Florence Harns
Sandager, secretary to Congressman LeBaron Bradford, Russeil S. Churc
Stiness; Secretary of State ]. Fred M D, Mr and Mrs. Clover Mille
Parker, General Treasurer R. W. Jen-| Mrs. Waldron, George E. Leighton
mngs, United States Attorney Norman Stephen W .Bourn, Mr. and Mrs Ear|
S Case, Senator Max Saugy of War- Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Francisco De
ren, B. Thomas Potter, Providence! Wolf. William G Nightingale, Mr
Alderman ; Bank Commissioner Geor%e!and Mrs Nathamel G. Herreshoff, Jr.
H Newhall, Representative John .!Francis Asay, Mr and Mrs Maus S
Mitchell, Collector of the Port of Wheelwright, Mr and Mrs James Co:
Providence Frank E. Fitzsimmons,! Brady, Mr and Mrs. Grenville Mont
Assistapt  Attorney General A A 'gomery, Mrs. Florence Beresford
Capotosto, State Auditor Phihp H.; rovidence Tribune, Fred E Suzma
Wilbour, Collegtor of Internal Revenue 'and famuly, Theodora, Mamie, i
Frank A Page, Utiities Commssioner !

Samuel E Hudson, Prohibition Direc-
tor Edward J Dunn

The United States Rubber Com-
pany was represented by Mr Leland,
vice chasrman of board of directors;
Mr. Seger. president; Homer
Sawyer, vice president ;: W. G. Parsons,
vice president; Samuel Norrnis, secre-
tary,, Wilson H Blackwell, treasurer;
John D Carberry, assistant secretary
and assistant treasurer, Frnest Hop-
| James W Frankhn, Edward 1 Cooper, | kinson, vice president, James N Gunn,
| Maurice C Smuth, Jr., W E. Barker, | president of the United States Tire
:lRalph W, Holt, John B Pollock, [Co. A P.  Delahunt, Treasurer
‘| George Pollock. James Brown, lsaac | Revere Rubber Co, John W. Bicknell,
‘|H Gorham, Capt’ Patrick McGovern, | treasurer of the United States Rubber
‘|Owen Hughes, Johnw F. Dufly, John|Plantanons, Inc , H Stuart Hotchkiss,

McNamara, Fred L. Dunbar, M. J.|President of the General Rubber Co ;
‘| Doyle, William Connelly, James Allyn, | Wilham F Bass, vice president of the
Wendell R. Dawis and “Edward E.!General Rubber Co., F. V Glynn, sec-
| Bunn, officials and old employees at'retary to the charman, € W Whittel-
:{the Natioual India Rubber Company, | sev. president of the Hartford Rubber
and members of the Colt Band, were Company A
drawn up on either side of the broad | Harvey S Firestone, president of the
marble walk leading to the street, xn-&(on(- T'ire and Rubber Conpany;

Mark of Respect Thousands Paid
Tribute to Their Late Townsman.

“Lindemr Place,” the beautiful
colonial residence of the late Colonel
Samuel Pomeroy Colt, was thronged
with relatives, statesmen, town offi-
cials, industrial officials, merchants
and friends on Tuesday afternoon to
attend the funcral which was held at
3 o'clock

Long before the hour set for the
services thousands of the residents of
this town began to gather on Hope
street, between State and Bradford
streets and remained to pav their last
tribute of respect until after the
cortege had passed,

Rev Anson B Howard, rector o;{Sl.

ev.

August 13, 1921He was 69
yeas old Thousands lined the
street to pay their respects and
see the funeral cortege. Over
twenty men from the National
India Rubber Company and the
Colt Band served as a guard of
honor. On Tuesday August
16"hi s funeral,
Church, was gsided over by
Reverend Anson Bloward,

the Rector, and Reverend
James DeWolf Perry of
Germantown, PA, father of
Bishop James DeWolf Perry of
Rhode IslandTitans of
business, including Harvey S.
Firestone, president of the Firestone Tire and Rubber @2my, attended. Dozens of politicians paid their respects,
including GovernoEmery JSan7}-1888’

Woonsocket
Governor A. O Bourn; Mrs Frank 1
Bowen, Frank T. Rcmieres, House
?‘?ld lj,mployees and Gardner “Linde
ace.

Michael's Church, assisted by
chs DeWoli Perry of Germaptown,
a, father of Bishop James DeWolf
Perry of Rhode Island, conducted the
services at the housc and at the
rave, using the ritual of the Episcopal

FChurch.
were dimmed as  the

Many eves s L
i|guard of honor, George Schlosser,

at

Henry Ford. Steve Jobs. Madam CJ Walker. Andrew Carnegie. Samuel Pomeroy Colt. All successful, innovative, bus
savvy leaders. None perfect. Mgdiwes. Complex personalities.

“Samuel Pome
can history."”

One hundred years agoh& Brooklyn Eagle ended their obituary thtgightforwardw a y :

hifh

Amer i

—,
|

..deserves to hold a pl ace in

OL. S, P. COLT'S NEW FRENCH CAR. Lk

Especlall ¢ !
‘y for Col. Colt, ' Who With His Niece is Occupylng the Rear Seat.

R - —

7 Bristol Phenix Fridayuust 19, 1921
8 Brooklyn Daily Eagle August 15, 1921
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This article is written by Lynn Smith, volunteer and board menflérough not a trained historian, Lynn makes every effort
ensure that the information in the article is as accurate as poss@ie. is gratefulo the Bristol Historical and Preservation Society,
The Rhode Island Historical Society, and Claire Benson for their research and whirad&ays, suggestions, comments,
corrections and input are welcomed.



